“Welcome Home”

NEWSLETTER
Mar - Apr 2022 - VOL 8 NO 2

Inside this issue:
Notes from the President
Member Feature
Military Trivia
Guest Speaker
Membership
Board of Directors/Officers
Working Committees
Meetings/Events Calendar
Announcement Corner
Books/Articles Published by Mbrs.
From the Editor
Light Side
Trivia Answer

Editor’s Note:
This version of the newsletter is in Microsoft Document
(.DOCX) format so that the links will work. Put your
cursor over the link, depress your Control Key (ctrl) and
depress your left mouse button and it will take you to the
listed link position. PDF format, the links will not work.
The comments and editorial input does not necessarily
reflect the opinion of the membership of our chapter. I
would appreciate any feedback that you might have,
items you liked or if you find offensive or derogatory in
anyway. (bobrotruck73@gmail.com) Thank you for
allowing me to be your editor.

Notes from the President
Lee White

Notice:
If you have moved or changed your
address, PLEASE notify us immediately!
Contact: Dave Lyons, Membership Chair
E-mail: Snoyldavid@centurylink.net
Phone: 303 690 8776

COPYRIGHT NOTICE: In accordance
with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any
copyrighted material in this newsletter is
distributed under fair use without profit
or payment to those who have expressed
a prior interest in receiving the included
information for nonprofit use and
educational purposes only.

Facebook: Vietnam Veterans of America
Chapter 1106

This is the time of year when one reflects on the
successes of the VVA Chapter 1106 in the pass and look
forward to great events in the future. As many of you
know, the thought of a chapter "start-up" goes back to
August 2014 and was chartered in late December 2014.
In those short 7+ years we grew from 25 members to
218. The growth was due to an outstanding Officers/
Board group and active members of our chapter.
In looking forward, I believe our chapter will remain very
active, and provide support to our veterans and the local
community. After much thought, I have decided not to
run for another term as President in the April 2022
elections. It's time to "pass the torch" to a new president
to carry on the chapter's future. I will remain involved on
an advisory capacity.
Thank you all for the support over the years.
Lee White
President
VVA Chapter 1106
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Member Feature

Membership!

Gary T. Palka – CWO, U.S. Coast Guard, 1965 – 1986
I was stationed at the following: USS Pritchett (66), USS
Cleveland (67-68), SRF Subic Bay (69-71), NTC Norfolk
(71-74), Gloucester City, NJ (74-77), LORAN Station,
San Salvador (77-78), Group Port Angeles, WA (78-80,
Group New Haven, CT (80-83), 9th CG District Office,
Cleveland, OH (83-86). Many memorable experiences
but the best was my year on isolated LORAN duty was
really special on San Salvador, Bahamas. The one thing
I could use help from the Chapter is getting help
connected to the VA system. I would really like to see
more vets visit other vets at a VA Hospital once in a
while!

VVA
175
AVVA
43
TOTAL: 218
VVA
Richard Hogue
Phillip Snyder
Mike Katich
Alvin Hanks
AVVA
Alison Snyder

Military Trivia
Band Aid Click here for end of the Newsletter Trivia
Answer

February Guest Speaker – Brad
Cummings – Rocky Mountain Veterans
Advocacy Project
The Rocky Mountain Veterans Advocacy Project
(RMVAP) provides military and veteran legal advocacy
services, pairing individual veterans and military
servicemembers with licensed attorneys. These teams
work primarily on VA disability benefit compensation
cases at the regional level, Board of Veterans’ Appeals
(BVA), and Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims
(CAVC), as well as discharge upgrade cases before the
Boards of the Department of Defense. Our goal is to
better help veterans and military servicemembers
navigate the Veterans Affairs’ system and the appeals
process, and to assist prior servicemembers in obtaining
the discharge status that they rightfully deserve.

Board of Directors/Officers
Lee White – President
Dave Lyons – Vice-president
Mike Huber – Treasurer
Milt Omoto – Secretary
Board Members – Patti Ehline, Tom Werzyn, Ron Smith,
John Vargas, Joe Plant, Rev. Garry Turks, Joe
Dempsey.

Special Chapter Positions
AVVA Liaison to chapter Board of Directors – Litta PlantSchaper
Chaplain – Rev. Garry Turks
Chapter Historian – John Vargas
Database/Audio – Jack Hunter
Government Affairs – Tony Nickerson
Sergeant-at-Arms – Dan Green
Chapter Nurse – Patti Ehline
Email Blaster – Bob Rotruck

Working Committees













Brad Cummings, Sarah Garber, Marisa DeForest

(As of 2/14/2022)

Agent Orange/PTSD: Patti Ehline
Color Guard: Tony Nickerson (Command Sergeant),
Don McNeely, Dan Green, Clarence Rebolledo,
Robert Senatore, Ron Smith, John Sheadel
Event Coordinator: Ron Smith – Chair, Lee White
Fundraising/Grants: Milt Omoto – Chair, Lee White
Marketing/Media/Events: Tom Werzyn
Membership: Dave Lyons – Chair, Lee White, Litta
Plant-Schaper (AVVA Roster Updates)
Mental Health: Patti Ehline, Warren Harrison, Joe
Plant
Name Tags: Litta Plant-Schaper
Newsletter Editor: Bob Rotruck
Promotional Items: Leann Stelzer, Joe Dempsey, Ita
Dempsey
Refreshments: Walt Leuci, Dave Lyons
Scholarship Program: Gary Weston, Chair, Jim
Marcille, Lou Grounds, Litta Plant-Schaper, Mike
Karsh (At-Large, Consultant)

Never Again Will One Generation of Veterans Abandon Another
2

VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA CHAPTER 1106 S. METRO DENVER, CO







Social – John Vargas, Chair, Joe Dempsey, Milt
Omoto, Clarence Rebolledo
Speakers Bureau Tom Werzyn – Chair, Bob Mallin,
Dave Lyons
Veteran Emergency Assistance Committee: Joe
Plant, Dave Lyons, Lee White
Voices for Veterans: Warren Harrison, Patti Ehline,
Joe Plant
Webmaster: Bob Rotruck
Women Veterans: Patti Ehline

Meetings/Events Calendar - 2022
March 5, 2022 - VVA Chapter 1106 Membership Mt
March 12, 2022 - Colorado State Council Mtg
March 26, 2022 - VVA Chapter 1106 Board of Directors
Mt (Zoom)
March 29, 2022 - National Vietnam War Day
April 2, 2022 - VVA Chapter 1106 Membership Mtg
April 17, 2022 - EASTER
April 30, 2022 - VVA Chapter 1106 Board of Directors
Mtg (Zoom)

In Memoriam

As of: 2/1/2022
Total Funeral Homes Visited - 2,536
Cremains Found – 26,956
Veterans Cremains Identified – 5,789
Veterans Interred – 5,207

Events:
VVA 1106 HOLIDAY “CHRISTMAS” LUNCHEON

By John Vargas
December 18, 2021, finally arrived. After months of
planning meetings, various agendas and with the
cooperation of Maggiano’s, Milt and Chris Omoto,
Kathleen Meyer, Tom and Valarie Werzyn, Clarence
Rebolledo, Joe and Ita Dempsey and the generosity of
so many our chapter members (gift donations) fun time
was here!
Raffle gifts were unloaded onto a giant gift table. The
microphones were tested, and the service staff
professionally set up our dining tables, as Clarence
Rebolledo and Dave Lyons welcomed our guests.
Vargas and Werzyn checked and double checked their
notes. Being satisfied, the party was on!
Tom Werzyn, our MC and dressed like and elf, was
humorous, yet somehow was able to keep control.
President Lee White gave his opening remarks and led
the reciting of the pledge of allegiance just before
Reverend Garry “Chappy” Turks lead us in prayer. Our
guest speaker CMSGT Lisa Perry was terrific as she
highlighted her career in the military and interacted with
the audience. Ms. Perry was given a VVA 1106
Certificate of appreciation by Lee. Then the family style
food was delivered to each table. The appetizers, main
courses and desserts were all outstanding.
After these culinary delights, our MC continued with the
program. As a surprise, Joe Plant presented the AVVA
Person of the Year Award to Litta Plant-Schaper (his
daughter). A well-earned award for a never-say-no lady
always looking to better our Chapter. Then Lee strolled
to the podium and awarded another member with the
“Member of the Year Award’ to the hard-working
“Coastie” Jack Archie Hunter. His diligent work with
reports, statistics, member photos and sound
production, continues as a pillar in our Chapter. Yet,
another surprise and this one was awarded by John
Vargas on behalf of all our membership to Larry Bull,
District Director of Athletics and Activities, who was
representing the Veteran friendly staff of CCSD. The
Cherry Creek School District have been an enormous
contributor to our Chapter over the past years. They
have donated monetarily but the biggest is their
personal time and overall friendship.
It was on to the raffling of the many gifts, some donated
by chapter members. Your winning ticket was called,
and you went to the Gift Table and selected your own,
nicely holiday wrapped, gift.
The crowning glory was the outstanding singing
performance of Chris Omoto. Those who had not heard
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this dynamo sing were shocked in amazement. What a
talent and what a voice as Chris guided us in unity
singing holiday carols.
All in all, it was a wonderful holiday luncheon that
allowed all of us to enjoy and forget the world outside, if
only for a few hours!
Gracias and see you in December. All the best going
forward into 2022.

Texas Roadhouse - Parker
An appreciation plaque was presented to the Texas
Roadhouse Parker restaurant on February 9, 2022, in
appreciation for their support of the veteran community.
Presenting the plaque were Lee White, Milt Omoto and
Dave Lyons. Danna Hacker (holding the award) is the
restaurant’s Marking Director and worked with us for the
November veteran’s month fund raiser. You can see the
plaque in their display case as you enter the restaurant
to dine.

January “2022” Meeting
First meeting of the new year and it was well attended.
Of note, there is a continuation of the “Rich Eisenberg
Sock Drive and Rich dropped a bag into the collection.

Lee White, Milt Omoto, Danna Hacker (with husband,
name unknown), Dave Lyons

From John Vargas: There's the man! Richard Eisenberg
making his donation to his namesake "Sock Drive".
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Rich, "I hope those socks were clean"

Dave Lyons making a sock donation!

Appreciation Gift
Steve Curti making a sock donation!

An appreciation gift for her dedication and picture taking
skills, Claudia Hunter was presented with a gift from the
chapter by John Vargas.

February “2022” Meeting

Rev. Garry Turks making a sock donation!

Cherry Creek School District
CCSD requested some volunteer help because of a
shortage of personnel in the cafeteria and admin office
at various schools. Several of our chapter members
stepped up to the plate to help. Dave Lyons, Tom
Werzyn, John Vargas, Ron Smith, Suzanne Sigona, and
Tony Nickerson and his daughter Letitia.
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John Vargas - volunteer

“Did you know that you’re very tall?” the student asked
Lyons, who’ll turn 74 in May.
Lyons responded with a grin and a good-natured
acknowledgement before the student headed back to
her lunch table. Lyons, an Aurora resident who’s been
volunteering at the school for the past several weeks,
has gotten accustomed to feedback from the students
as he helps out with everyday tasks like wiping down
tables, taking out the trash and keeping an eye on
Cimarron’s students during the day. Lyons, who never
had kids of his own, said the experience has been
rewarding and humbling in too many ways to count.
“It’s been something, getting used to a whole bunch of
kids running around,” he said. “Last week a little girl just
came up and hugged my leg. This has been a wonderful
experience.”
Lyons is no stranger to volunteering and to serving his
community. A resident of the Pheasant Run Park
neighborhood in Aurora, Lyons has volunteered at
locales across his community in recent years. But his
history of service goes much deeper. Lyons served in
the U.S. Navy from 1967 to 1971; he was in active
service during the Vietnam War, and that pattern of
selflessness and dedication to a cause larger than
himself has persisted over the decades.

Editor: Children running away when they saw John Vargas!!!

Local veterans volunteer in CCSD schools
as part of "all hands-on deck" approach!
From Christy Everson – CCSD District Event Coordinator

As David Lyons was wiping down a table in the Cimarron
Elementary School cafeteria in early February, a student
approached and gazed at him with a broad smile.

When his chapter of the Vietnam Veterans of America
put out the call for volunteers for the Cherry Creek
School District during an especially challenging time,
Lyons didn’t hesitate to sign up. CCSD has seen recent
challenges in terms of staffing, as the Omicron variant
of the COVID-19 pandemic has sapped schools across
the district of staff, paraprofessionals, and teachers.
Lyons is only one of many local veterans who’ve joined
district administrators, office staff and other employees
reporting to schools over recent weeks to offer support
in an “all hands-on deck” approach to dealing with the
situation.
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Lyons, who’s quick to point out that he regularly reaches
out to see where he can help in the community, said that
ethos is one he shares with his fellow servicemembers.
“I don’t know too many veterans who, when called to do
something, don’t do it,” he said. “I’ve volunteered all over
the place; I make a point to reach out to see where I’m
needed. All of the veterans I know would do the same
thing.”
Lyons, who served 19 months on a hospital ship and two
years in Bermuda during the Vietnam War, faced plenty
of challenges during his time in the military. Even though
volunteering at Cimarron posed a much different set of
demands, Lyons took to the work with enthusiasm and
heart. It’s all part of being invested in his community he
said and helping out when the times got tough.
“I feel like I have a large connection with Cherry Creek
Schools,” Lyons said, as a group of students reporting
for lunch filed into the cafeteria. “This is my way to help
out when they need it.”

Sana Morgan King Soopers at Quincy & Buckley presented
by Dave Lyons.

Books/Articles
From the Chapter Historian
John Vargas

Poppy Drive Appreciation

King Soopers Market Place. Parker
Tara, Assistant Manager, received the certificate on
behalf of General Manager, Scott Coffman.

Did you know of the short lived 49-star flag.?
Alaska’s statehood on Jan 3, 1959, officially added a 49th
star to the US flag on July 4 that year. The constellation
would thus be arranged in seven rows of seven stars,
but not for long. The Army Quartermaster Depot
produced a 49-star flag to have on hand for the
statehood signing ceremony, conducted by President
Dwight Eisenhower, and the Annin Co. produced a 265pound 49-star flag that month, as well, for use in the
northernmost state.
Hawaii was granted statehood in August 1959, and 50starflags were produced, but nearly an entire year
passed., thanks to an 1818 law, before the 50th star
became official July 4, 1960.
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SOME THINGS TO PONDER AS WE AGE
From Dave Lyons

The inventor of the treadmill died at the age of 54
The inventor of gymnastics died at the age of 57
The world bodybuilding champion died at the age of 41
The best soccer player in the world, Maradona, died at
the age of 60
And then..
KFC inventor died at 94
Inventor of Nutella brand died at the age of 88
Cigarette maker Winston died at the age of 102
The inventor of opium died at the age of 116 - in an
earthquake
Hennessy cognac, Irish inventor, died at 98
How did doctors come to the conclusion that exercise
prolongs life?
The rabbit is always jumping, but it lives for only 2 years.
The turtle that doesn't exercise at all, lives 400 years.
So …Have a drink ...Take a nap ...
And when you wake up, have bacon and eggs!

For Ike was in the White House in that land where we
were born, where navels were for oranges, and Peyton
Place was porn.

You and Me!
From Lee White: I have no idea who put this together,
but they nailed it.

We longed for love and romance, and waited for our
Prince, Eddie Fisher married Liz, and no one's seen
him since

We danced to 'Little Darlin,' and sang to 'Stagger Lee'
and cried for Buddy Holly in the Land That Made Me,
Me
Long ago and far away, in a land that time forgot,
before the days of Dylan, or the dawn of Camelot.
There lived a race of innocents, and they were you and
me,

Only girls wore earrings then, and 3 was one too
many, and only boys wore flat-top cuts, except for Jean
McKinney
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Miss Kitty had a heart of gold, and Chester had a
limp, and Reagan was a Democrat whose co-star was a
chimp

And only in our wildest dreams did we expect to see,
a boy named George with Lipstick, in the Land That
Made Me, Me

We had a Mr. Wizard, but not a Mr. T,and Oprah
couldn't talk yet, in the Land That Made Me, Me.
We had our share of heroes, we never thought they'd
go, at least not Bobby Darin, or Marilyn Monroe.

.
We fell for Frankie Avalon, Annette was oh, so nice,
and when they made a movie, they never made it
twice.
For youth was still eternal, and life was yet to be, and
Elvis was forever in the Land That Made Me, Me.

We didn't have a Star Trek Five, or Psycho Two and
Three, or Rocky-Rambo Twenty in the Land That Made
Me, Me.
We'd never seen the rock band that was Grateful to be
Dead, and Airplanes weren't named Jefferson, and
Zeppelins were not Led.
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And Beatles lived in gardens then, and Monkees lived
in trees, Madonna was Mary in the Land That Made
Me, Me.

We'd never heard of microwaves, or telephones in
cars, and babies might be bottle-fed, but they were not
grown in jars.

And pumping iron got wrinkles out, and 'gay' meant
fancy-free, and dorms were never co-Ed in the Land
That Made Me, Me.

We hadn't seen enough of jets to talk about the lag,
and microchips were what was left at the bottom of the
bag.

And hardware was a box of nails, and bytes came from
a flea, and rocket ships were fiction in the Land That
Made Me, Me.

T-Birds came with portholes, and side shows came
with freaks, and bathing suits came big enough to cover
both your cheeks.
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A. They send us invitations to join AARP, we've come a
long way, baby, from the Land That Made Me, Me.

And Coke came just in bottles, and skirts below the
knee, and Castro came to power near the Land That
Made Me, Me.

We had no Crest with Fluoride, we had no Hill Street
Blues, we had no patterned pantyhose or Lipton herbal
tea. Or prime-time ads for those dysfunctions in the
Land That Made Me, Me.

So now we face a brave new world in slightly larger
jeans and wonder why they're using smaller print in
magazines. And we tell our children's children of the
way it used to be, long ago and far away in the Land
That Made Me, Me.

There were no golden arches, no Perrier to chill,
and fish were not called Wanda, and cats were not
called Bill.

If you didn't grow up in the fifties, you missed the
greatest time in history, hope you enjoyed this read as
much as I did.

And middle-aged was 35 and old was forty-three,
and ancient were our parents in the Land That Made
Me, Me.
But all things have a season, or so we've heard them
say, and now instead of Maybelline we swear by Retin-
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Grandma's boyfriend
Submitted by Lou Zoghby, WWII Vet

Underway in the morning fog!
USS KITTY HAWK – CVA 63 January 16, 2022
My Kitty Hawk is making her last cruise,
She has served our country and paid her dues.
Onward now to the shipyard of ghosts,
She won’t be happy meeting her hosts.
Her movement is provided by tugboats at her side,
Moving slowly through the water on her last ride.
Commissioned 29 Apr 1961, decommissioned: 12 May
2009,
All her duties in the battle zone conducted just fine.
Out of San Diego port and in ‘Nam in ‘68,
I was aboard her as we went through the battle gate.
A Chief Petty Officer with Attack Squadron 65,
We all made it back home and we did survive.
The Battle Cat as she was nicknamed,
Her crew had a different name and were not ashamed.
A name that rhymed with Kitty, but started with an S,
I’m sure you can figure out the rest!
While aboard, I tried my best to lose a little weight,
But eating in the Chief’s Mess, I made every plate.
My Aviation Technicians were great sailors,
I’m glad they were sent to me from the Navy Detailers.
Each man did his job with determination and pride,
I’m glad they were along for the free ticket ride.
I never heard a gripe about the food in the chow hall,
It sounded like most times they had a ball.
The S—ty Kitty kept them in great shape,
Working on airplanes like a trained ape.
Sweat rolling off their foreheads from the heat,
They fixed those airplanes and never missed a beat.
And when they would find their Chief asleep at his
desk,
They did their best to allow me some rest!
I’ll never forget that nine-month pleasure cruise,
Only now I do have some blues.
My ship is gone as I shed some tears,
But sweet memories make for cheers!
Fair winds and smooth seas!

A 5-year-old boy went to visit his grandmother one day.
Playing with his toys in her bedroom while grandma was
dusting, he looked up and said, 'Grandma, how come
you don't have a boyfriend now that Grandpa went to
heaven?'
Grandma replied, 'Honey, my TV is my boyfriend. I can
sit in my bedroom and watch it all day long. The religious
programs make me feel good and the comedies make
me laugh ... I'm happy with my TV as my boyfriend.'
Grandma turned on the TV, and the reception was
terrible. She started adjusting the knobs, trying to get the
picture in focus. Frustrated, she started hitting the
backside of the TV hoping to fix the problem.
The little boy heard the doorbell ring, so he hurried to
open the door and there stood Grandma's minister.
The minister said, 'Hello son, is your grandma home?'
The little boy replied, 'Yeah, she's in the bedroom
bangin' her boyfriend.'
The minister fainted!
Now, that's funny... I don't care WHO you are!

Light Side

ROTRUCK - 2022
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Corn for the day!
Submitted by: Lou Zoghby, WWII vet

Dad, are we pyromaniacs?
Yes, we arson.
She was only a moonshiner's daughter,
but I miss her still.
What do you call a pig with laryngitis?
Disgruntled.
Why do bees stay in their hives during winter?
Swarm.
Just so everyone is clear,
I’m going to put my glasses on.
A commander walks into a bar and
orders everyone a round.
I lost my job as a stage designer.
I left without making a scene.
Never buy flowers from a monk.
Only you can prevent florist friars.
How much did the pirate pay to get his ears pierced?
A buccaneer.
I once worked at a cheap pizza shop to get by.
I kneaded the dough.
My friends and I have named our band ‘Duvet’.
It’s a cover band.
I lost my girlfriend’s audiobook,
and now I’ll never hear the end of it.
Why is ‘dark’ spelled with a k and not c?
Because you can’t "c" in the dark.
Why is it unwise to share your secrets with a clock?
Well, time will tell.
When I told my contractor I didn’t want carpeted steps,
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he gave me a blank stare.
Bono and The Edge walk into a Dublin bar and the
bartender says,
“Oh no, not U2 again.”
Prison is just one word to you, but for some people,
it’s a whole sentence.
Scientists got together to study effects of alcohol on a
person’s walk, and the result was staggering.
I’m trying to organize a hide and seek tournament,
but good players are really hard to find.
I got over my addiction to chocolate, marshmallows, and
nuts.
I won’t lie, it was a rocky road.
What do you say to comfort a friend who’s struggling
with grammar?
There, their, they’re.
I went to the toy store and asked the assistant where the
Schwarzenegger dolls are and he replied, “Aisle B,
back.”
What did the surgeon say to the patient who insisted on
closing up his own incision?
Suture self.
I’ve started telling everyone about the benefits of eating
dried grapes.
It’s all about raisin awareness

Trivia Answer
Band-Aid -- A Vietnam-era term for a medic.
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U PCOMING E VENTS

OF I NTEREST
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FRIENDS OF CHAPTER 1106
South Metro Denver
Fire & Rescue
9195 E Mineral Ave
Centennial, CO 80112

Spradlin Printing, Inc.
11903 S. Parker Road
Parker, CO 80134

TREA: The Enlisted
Association - HQ
Phone - (303) 752-0660
12200 E. Briarwood
Avenue, Suite 250, Centennial CO 80112
Alycia Carmin
PO Box 233
Kersey, CO 80644
(970) 352 8802
The Honor Bell Foundation

3989 E. Arapahoe Road #20
Centennial, CO 80122
720-361-0155

PO Box 1432
Englewood CO 80150
720.282.9182
www.honorbell.org

9137 E Mineral Cir Ste 100
Englewood, CO 80112-3422
King Soopers
9551 S. University Blvd.,
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126

Qualified Listeners:
PO Box 563
Dacono, CO 80514
Tel: 720-600-0860

CHERRY CREEK SCHOOL DISTRICT

Military Order of Purple Heart, Chapter 1041,
Arvada, CO
Mary Haddon – President
1201 Williams St #18A
Denver, CO 80218
720-217-3235

4700 South Yosemite Street
Greenwood Village, CO 80111

PARKER MEDICAL
SUPPLY STORE
9845 S Parker Rd
. Parker, CO 80134
303-840-4444
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