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Notes from the President 
Lee White 

VETERANS DAY – FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2016 
 

Veterans Day is an official United States public 

holiday, observed annually on November 11 that 

honors military veterans, persons who served in the 
United States Armed Forces, Army, Navy, Air Force, 

Marines, and Coast Guard. It coincides with other 

holidays, including Armistice Day and Remembrance 

Day, celebrated in other countries that mark the end 
of World War I. Major hostilities of World War I were 

formally ended at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 

11th month of 1918, when the Armistice with Germany 

went into effect. The United States previously 
observed Armistice Day. The U. S. holiday was 

renamed Veterans Day in 1954. 

 

Veterans Day is not to be confused with Memorial 
Day. Veterans Day celebrates the service of all U. S. 

Military veterans, while Memorial Day honors those 

who died while in military service. 

 
While the holiday is commonly printed as “Veteran’s 

Day” in calendars and advertisements, the Veterans 

Affairs Web Site states that the (no apostrophe) rather 

than the possessive case is the official spelling 
“because it is not a day that “belongs” to veterans, it 

is a day for honoring all veterans”. 
(Reference: Wikipedia) 

 

In Remembrance 
Robert Garcia - Lifetime Member of VVA Chapter 

1071. Passed away Sunday, September 18, 2016. 

Internment: Ft. Logan 
 

 

Military Trivia 
Hangar Queen (See answer at the end of the 

newsletter) 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday, November 5, 2016 – Chapter 1106 Monthly 

Meeting 
 

Wednesday, November 9, 2016 – “Honoring Vietnam 

Veterans” – Wings Over the Rockies – Register 

online: www.auroragov.org/salute 
 

Friday, November 11, 2016 - Veterans Day - Events 

at Englewood High School and Ben Franklin Academy 

 
Saturday, November 12, 2016 – Poppy Drive – 4 King 

Soopers locations (Aurora) Details to follow. 

 

Thursday, November 24, 2016 - THANKSGIVING 
 

Saturday, December 3, 2016 - Chapter 1106 Monthly 

Meeting 

 
Saturday, December 10, 2016 - Colorado State 

Council Meeting - Castle Rock 

 

Saturday, December 17, 2016 - VVA Chapter 1106 
Christmas Party/Luncheon -Golden Corral - Arapahoe 

& Parker Road 

 

Sunday, December 25, 2016 - CHRISTMAS!!! 
 

Membership! 
VVA Membership as of 10-16-16     53 

AVVA                                                18 
Total: 71 

Welcome new VVA member: Larry Majors 
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Never Forget 

 
The FID (First in Defense) 

 
CVA-59 USS Forrestal – In 29 July 1967, a fire broke 
out on board the aircraft carrier USS Forrestal. An 
electrical anomaly had caused the discharge of a Zuni 
rocket on the flight deck, triggering a chain-reaction of 
explosions that killed 134 sailors and injured 161. At the 
time, Forrestal was engaged in combat operations in 
the Gulf of Tonkin, during the Vietnam War.  

 

Board of Directors/Officers 
Lee White - President  

Bob Easter - Vice-President 

Paul Seppo - Treasurer 

Hazel Simeon - Secretary 

Board Members – Milt Omoto, Patti Ehline, 

Patrick Surrena 

Joe Plant – Chaplain 

 

Working Committees 
(Folks are needed to fill some spots!) 

Agent Orange/PTSD -  

Membership - Lee White 

Membership Outreach – Dave Lyons 

Newsletter Editor - Bob Rotruck 

Fundraising/Grants - Milt Omoto 

Marketing/Media/Events - Pat Surrena 

POW/MIA – Mike Messenger 

Webmaster – Robert Senatore 

Women Veterans - Patti Ehline 

Scholarship Program - Hazel Simeon, Bob Easter 

Joe Langran, Paul Seppo, Mary Seppo 

Veteran Emergency Assistance Committee - Joe 

Plant, Bob Rotruck, Dave Lyons 

 

1st Annual Chapter Picnic 
WOW! What a wonderful turnout for our first and 

hopefully not our last chapter picnic. I’m writing 

this article as soon as we arrived home and I am 

so stuffed full, I can hardly breath. What great 

chow, fellowship, and a social opportunity to be 

with our “brothers” and “sisters”. Some of the 

following pictures had to be significantly editied to 

protect the innocent. Fortunately, we had a pretty 

solid covering over our heads so the NSA couldn’t 

perform surveillance. 

  
Early arrivers and setup crew!!! 
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Waiting for the chow line to open!!! 

 
Head Chef!! Great burger, brats, and dogs!! 

 
Reminiscing over photos!! 

 
An Army Nurse! Nobody needed a band aid!!!! 

 
I’m starving! When are we gonna’ eat??? 

 
She glanced at the camera, he was too nervous! 
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Finally found something the President could do 

besides pound his gavel!!! 

 
SWAT team dog sniffing for drugs!!! 

 
Smile honey, it’s just a camera recording your 

physical location for the FBI!!! 

 
Sonny saying, “I ate too much! Anybody got a 

TUMS for my tummy??? “ 

 
Lee, constantly recruiting even though the guy 

wasn’t in the Coast Guard!! 

 

From the Editor 
Brothers and Sisters: I thought this from 

Congressman Coffman was worthy of printing in 

our newsletter. If it offends anybody, tough! 

 

Dear Friends: 

On Wednesday morning, I, along with my 

colleagues on the House Veterans’ Affairs 

Committee (HVAC), voted to issue a subpoena to 

the Department of Veterans Affairs for the 

thousands of pages of undisclosed supporting 

documentation from the VA’s internal 

investigation called the Administrative 
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Investigation Board (AIB) detailing the Aurora VA 

hospital construction debacle.   

 

Wednesday’s subpoena vote is a win for 

taxpayers and veterans alike. This subpoena will 

finally force VA to disclose the supporting 

documentation which is the basis for the VA’s 

own internal investigation of this botched project. 

A subpoena was necessary because the VA has 

continually refused requests to release this 

documentation to either the HVAC or to the public 

over the past year. 

 

By issuing this subpoena, Congress is simply 

exercising its Constitutional authority to hold the 

VA accountable. Veterans and the American 

people deserve answers on what drove over $1 

billion in cost overruns and years of delay in the 

hospital’s completion. 

 

When construction began on the Aurora VA 

hospital project in August 2009, the VA estimated 

the facility cost at just under $583 million with a 

February 2014 completion date. 

 

In December of 2014, Kiewit-Turner, the 

construction firm building the project sued the VA 

over the construction contract’s mismanagement 

by the VA and won on all counts. Kiewit-Turner 

refused to return to work on the project until the 

construction management responsibilities were 

turned over to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  

 

I had introduced legislation to transfer the 

construction management of the Aurora project 

from the VA to the Army Corps of Engineers in 

2013.  The legislation had unanimously passed 

the House earlier in 2014 but had yet to be taken 

up in the Senate.  The reform would later become 

law in 2015 when all hospital construction 

management authority was stripped from the VA 

as part of the spending bill to fund the projected 

cost overruns. 

 

The Corps’ conclusion after reviewing the project 

was that the Aurora VA hospital project had 

spiraled to a new cost of $1.67 billion and it is now 

estimated to be completed in early 2018. 

 

Despite VA’s failures, no VA official was fired or 

disciplined for the actions that turned the Aurora 

VA project into an over-budget and behind-

schedule debacle.  

 

The subpoena follows a long history of denied 

requests I have made for the AIB’s public release. 

 

On October 9, 2015, I, along with  the Ranking 

Member of the HVAC’s Subcommittee on 

Oversight and Investigation Ann Kuster (D-NH), 

sent a letter formally requesting that the AIB 

report be released no later than October 23, 

2015. Secretary McDonald ignored our request to 

release the AIB report. 

 

On March 25, 2016, I sent an additional letter to 

VA Secretary McDonald asking the VA to 

publically release the AIB no later than April 6, 

2016. 

 

“I insist that you make this document available to 

other members of Congress and the American 

people.  American taxpayers and veterans are 

entitled to VA’s detailed explanation as to how the 

costs of this project spiraled out-of-control 

seemingly overnight.” 

 

My request resulted in the VA providing a 

redacted 31-page summary memorandum which 

allegedly included “information protected from 

disclosure” because it “ may be protected under 

the Privacy Act, 5 U.S.C. Section 552a.” 

 

In one VA response to my numerous requests, 

the VA also claimed that it had released 

“thousands of pages of documentation from the 

AIB” to “all four VA Congressional Oversight 

Committees.” 

 

That statement is patently false. The VA, to date, 

has not provided any AIB supporting 

documentation to either HVAC or the American 
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people. VA officials, unsurprisingly, continue to 

dodge Committee oversight requests. 

 

Most recently, on July 7, 2016, I penned a letter 

to Secretary McDonald demanding the 

“thousands of pages of documentation from the 

AIB,” as well as a complete legal explanation as 

to why the 31-page redacted memo provided to 

HVAC is allegedly protected under the Privacy 

Act, no later than August 31, 2016. 

 

The VA did not comply with the August 31st 

deadline, resulting in HVAC’s motion to subpoena 

this week. The VA has three weeks to comply 

with the subpoena.  

 

I look forward to carefully reviewing this 

documentation once the VA complies with the 

subpoena. The American people and their 

Representatives deserve to draw their own 

conclusions from the VA’s internal investigation. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mike Coffman 

U.S. Representative 

 

Soldierstone 
Submitted by John Williams and Milt Omoto 

Soldierstone is one man’s memorial to 

“unremembered friends from our Indochina 

experience.” Retired Army Lieutenant Colonel 

Stuart Allen Beckley is a Vietnam Veteran and 

career military soldier. His intent was to “offer 

tribute from American soldiers to the forgotten 

soldiers from Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, the 

Hmong, the Montagnard Tribes of Central 

Vietnam, South Korea, Thailand, France, 

Australia, Philippines, and others of all religions 

and persuasions who were willingly and 

unwillingly expended during the long wars lost in 

hope, proud and vain, for the peoples of 

Indochina, 1945 through 1975.” 

 
The monument is located just off the Continental 

Divide Scenic Trail near Sargent’s Mesa in the 

Rio Grande National Forrest. The towering 

granite monument is surrounded by 36 300 

pound stones dispersed about 50 years with 

quotes in French, Vietnamese, Laotian, and Thai 

among other languages. The Forrest Service 

approved the monument’s site in 1995. Beckley 

never saw the completed monument. He passed 

away in 1995. He wished that the monument 

would “serve as a poignant reminder of our 

battlefield allies. It also asks of Americans the 

maturity to honor the defiant stands of soldiers in 

their seasons of death.” Before you go, check in 

with the Saguache Ranger District located at 

46525 State Highway 114 in Saguache (719 655-

2547) for road conditions and the latest weather 

conditions. The monument is located at 11,724 

feet. 

 

 For more information about the monument and 

its location, contact Chapter member John 

Williams. 

 

26th Annual Homeless Veterans Stand 

Down & Clothing Drive 
Stand Down 3 NOV 16 8:00 AM 2:30-1500 PM 
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The original Stand Down for homeless and in-

need veterans was modeled after the Stand 

Down concept used during the Vietnam War to 

provide a safe retreat for units returning from 

combat operations. At secure base camp areas, 

troops were able to take care of personal 

hygiene, get clean uniforms, enjoy warm meals, 

receive medical and dental care, mail and 

receive letters, and enjoy the camaraderie of 

friends in a safe environment. Stand Downs 

afforded battle-weary soldiers the opportunity to 

renew their spirit, health and overall sense of 

well-being. That is the purpose of our Stand 

Down, and achieving those objectives requires a 

wide range of support services and time. We are 

bringing these services together in one location, 

making them more accessible to our local 

veterans. 

 

 

This event takes a lot of prep to be successful, 

so please consider stepping up to help us. We 

will be needing volunteers to: 

� help inventory 

� pick up donated items 

� set-up  

� provide a hot lunch dish (stew, soup, 

rolls, chili, etc.) 

� assist one-on-one the day of the event  

� clean-up, including resorting & 

packing 

� transport items to & from storage  

We are relying on supplies from the GJVA that 

were left over from last year, a generous 

donation of filled backpacks from our local 

Montrose ELKS though one of their grants, and 

our patriotic community. 

  

To help us fill the gap, please consider 

providing some of the following items (must 

be new): 

� 20 sleeping bags  

� 30 pairs of heavy winter socks 

� 20 winter coats 

� 30 sets of heavy gloves 

� 20 tarps/ponchos 

� boots (men’s sizes 9-12)  

� hand & foot warmers 

� medium flashlights (5 inch) 

� camp cooking items  

Please call the Warrior Resource Center at 970-

765-2210 to volunteer or sign up to provide 

items. Thank you! 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Please contact Amy 

at the WRC 970-765-2210 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT VETERANS 

SERVICE CENTER!!!! 1247 Santa Fe 

Are you interested in an opportunity to 
serve Veterans? The VSC is looking for 
front desk receptionists. Shifts needed: M, 
W, TH, F mornings from 8am-12pm. 
Please contact Rachel Denenberg Email at: 
denenberg@voacolorado.org of call at: 
(303) 297-0408 Ext.13126 to get started! 

 

Three carriers in the Red Sea. 

 
USS Saratoga (“Saggin’ Sara”) 

USS America (“Amereeker Sue”) 

USS John F. Kennedy (“Big John”) 

1. What was the pet name of your ship or 

unit? Send info to the Editor! 

 

Wreaths Across America 
Join us on National Wreaths Across America Day 

December 17, 2016. Each December on National 

Wreaths Across America Day, our mission to 

Remember, Honor and Teach is carried out by 

coordinating wreath-laying ceremonies at 

Arlington National Cemetery, as well as over 

1,100 additional locations in all 50 U.S. states, at 

sea, and abroad. IN Colorado, we have Fort 

Logan National Cemetery. Please consider 

making a donation of $15.00 per wreath.  

(Wreath donation form at end of newsletter!) 

 

Book/Articles Published by Members 
 
AGING YOUR HOUSE READY 
Author: Dr. Bob Mallin and reprinted from the MILITARY 

ORDER OF THE WORLD WARS magazine 

 

Recently I have suddenly gotten older! I have 

always planned to get older, but not today! An 

acute flair up of arthritis I never new I had sent me 

to the hospital with lots of pain and difficulty 

getting around. It all resolved with a short course 

of pain meds, injecting both knees with a steroid 

and I’m home again. 

 

However, it has brought to mind issues I wasn’t 

prepared to think about now. My Denver daughter 

suggests I move closer to her, in this “time of 

election.” More practically I am “aging my house.” 

When we built this house we planned a little for 

the future. No thresholds between rooms, open 

planning of house, as few actual doors as 

possible, handles on doors, not knobs. Of course 

one level. The shower is big with just a 5-inch lip 

to get over. 

 

Now I have installed tile instead of the carpet in 

the bathroom and sink area. Less likely to trip one 

up. Nonskid rubber mats in front of the shower 

and sink. The toilet has been exchanged for one 

2-4 inches higher---no noticeable difference 

except when you get down to it easier. A grab bar 

next to the toilet and one to help get into the 

shower. One actually along the back of the 

shower too is on the way. 
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I have had an upholsterer make a firm matching 

5” high cushion for my dining room chair. And one 

for the computer chair is on the way. The idea of 

course to make knees do their job easier. Just a 

couple of inches when getting up saves a lot of 

wear and tear. My couch is getting 5” of lift by 

building up the corners. All stylish and good 

looking. 

 

Over the years you might have noticed all 

furniture getting closer to the ground. 18 inches is 

standard now. In the past a few more inches were 

added. Furniture was made for older grownups. 

So the idea is to plan for now and the future. 

Moving closer to family may be in the future but 

for right now retreating as gracefully and long as 

possible is the deal.  
 

So Damn Cold … 
Written by Tom Werzyn 

 

Cold, 

It’s not been this deeply cold  

in my soul, 

since I left the jungle 

alone. 

 

I’ve taken a chill in my bones 

that no full sun 

can help, or take away; 

that no touch of a woman 

can thrill away, 

that no one, in my world, 

can help me warm. 

 

They say fear is cold, 

and that death is ice, 

that terror has its own thrill, 

colder yet than all; 

and the only warmth it touches 

is the breath it takes away. 

 

God, I’d like to be warm again, 

just for a while. 

Just for a few hours, let the heat rise 

in my body, 

in my mind, 

the whole being of what I need 

to survive. 

 

Keep me whole and warm, 

take away the hurt  

and the fear; 

let me walk in the open, 

not fearing the cold night, 

and the memories of my fellows- 

who remain 

colder still. 
 

Big Moon Tonite …    
Written by Tom Werzyn 

 

Jesus God, 

that moon is huge tonight, 

with all those shadows of grey 

on the land. 

You could watch old movies out there, 

trees,  

animals, 

people; 

Charlie at the wire, 

waiting 

to come in and overrun us,  

watching. 

 

It’s a noon of darkness 

with no clouds, 

no place to hide, 

other than the shadows. 

 

We’re hidden as well as we can be, 

so’s Charlie; 

who moves first- 

them or us. 

Do we wait for the moon 

to go down, like the sun past noon, 

or, do we just slowly 

trade places, in the shadows, 

waiting to go our own way home;  

or on to the next place 

to kill.                                                                          
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That green Lt. wants us to move on,                                 

to another spot on the trail, 

like a new pool in a trout stream. 

New guys- 

noise, 

and talk, 

cigarettes, 

and targets. 

 

Or, do we sit and watch- play out 

this simple drama of a patrol, 

search and destroy, 

engage, 

harass & interdict; 

fall back and call in the choppers 

for breakfast. 

 

Hell of a way to do a war, 

but, what a beautiful night  

to be alive 

here in the south, 

trying to save them from themselves, 

for themselves. 

 

Thanks Tom for writing such touching words! 

The Editor 

 

From the Editor! 

Touching your heart just a little! 
A farmer had some puppies he needed to 
sell. He painted a sign advertising the 4 
pups and set about nailing it to a post on 
the edge of his yard. As he was driving the 
last nail into the Post, he felt a tug on his 
overalls. He looked down into the eyes of a 
little boy. 
 
"Mister," he said, "I want to buy one of your  
Puppies." 
 
"Well," said the farmer, as he rubbed the 
sweat off the back of his neck, "These 
puppies come from fine parents and cost a 
good deal of money." 
 
The boy dropped his head for moment. 
Then reaching deep into his pocket, he 

pulled out a handful of change and held it 
up to the farmer. 
 
"I’ve got thirty-nine cents. Is that enough to 
take a look?" 
 
"Sure," said the farmer. And with that he let 
out a whistle. "Here, Dolly!" he called. 
 
Out from the doghouse and down the ramp 
ran Dolly followed by four little balls of fur.  
The little boy pressed his face against the 
chain link fence. His eyes danced with 
delight. As the dogs made their way to the 
fence, the little boy noticed something else 
stirring inside the doghouse. Slowly 
another little ball appeared, this one 
noticeably smaller. Down the ramp it slid. 
Then in a somewhat awkward manner, the 
little pup began hobbling toward the others, 
doing its best to catch up... 
 
"I want that one," the little boy said, 
pointing to the runt. The farmer knelt down 
at the boy's side and said, "Son, you don't 
want that puppy. He will never be able to 
run and play with you like these other dogs 
would." 
 
With that the little boy stepped back from 
the fence, reached down, and began rolling 
up one leg of his trousers. In doing so he 
revealed a steel brace running down both 
sides of his leg attaching itself to a 
specially made shoe. 
 
Looking back up at the farmer, he said, 
"You see sir, I don't run too well myself, and 
he will need someone who understands." 
 
With tears in his eyes, the farmer reached 
down and picked up the little pup. Holding 
it carefully he handed it to the little boy. 
 
"How much?" asked the little boy... "No 
charge," answered the farmer, "There's no 
charge for love." 
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The world is full of people who need 
someone who understands. 
 

Lighter Side 
 

Express Lane 

I was in the six item express lane at the store 

quietly fuming. Completely ignoring the sign, the 

woman ahead of me had slipped into the check-

out line pushing a cart piled high with groceries. 

Imagine my delight when the cashier beckoned 

the woman to come forward looked into the cart 

and asked sweetly, "So which six items would you 

like to buy?" 

Wouldn't it be great if that happened more often? 

 
Politicians 
The reason Politicians try so hard to get re-
elected is that they would "hate" to have to 
make a living under the laws they have 
passed. 

 

What is left to say? 

Three friends from the local congregation were 

asked, "When you're in your casket, and friends 

and congregation members are mourning over 

you, what would you like them to say?" 

 

Artie said, "I would like them to say I was a 

wonderful husband, a fine spiritual leader, and a 

great family man." 

 

Eugene commented, "I would like them to say I 

was a wonderful teacher and servant of God who 

made a huge difference in people's lives." 

 

Al said, "I'd like them to say, 'Look, he's moving!'" 

 

Death wish! 

John was on his deathbed and gasped pitifully, 

"Give me one last request, dear," he said. 

"Of course, John," his wife said softly. 

"Six months after I die," John said, "I want you to 

marry Bob." 

"But I thought you hated Bob," she said. 

With his last breath John said, "I do!" 

 

A man goes to see the Pastor 

"Pastor, something terrible is happening and I 

have to talk to you about it." 

The Pastor asked, "What's wrong?" 

The man replied, "My wife is going to poison me." 

The Pastor, very surprised by this, asks, "How 

can that be?" 

The man then pleads, "I'm telling you, I'm certain 

she's going to poison me. What should I do?" 

The Pastor then offers, "Tell you what. Let me talk 

to her, I'll see what I can find out and I'll let you 

know." 

A week later the Pastor calls the man and says, 

"I spoke to your wife on the phone for three hours. 

You want my advice? 

The man said, "Yes" and the Pastor replied, 

"Take the poison." 

 
The Power of Money 
I told my son, "You will marry the girl I 
choose." he said, "No." 
I told him, "She is Bill Gates daughter." 
He said, "Yes." 
  
I called Bill Gates and said, "I want your 
daughter to marry my son,"  
Bill Gates said, "No." 
  
I told Bill Gates, "My son is the CEO of 
World Bank." Bill gates said, Ok." 
 
I called the President of World Bank and 
asked him to make my son the CEO. He 
said, "No" 
 
I told him, "My son is Bill Gates son-in-law" 
He said, "Ok." 
 
This is exactly how politics works. 
 

Trivia Answer 
Hangar Queen – An aircraft that is used primarily 

for spare parts to repair other planes. 
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FRIENDS OF CHAPTER 1106 
 

ERC Management, LLC 

791 Southpark Dr., Suite 600 
Littleton, CO 80120 

720.328.3299 
www.FreddysUSA.com 

 
Caribou Coffee 

12501 E Lincoln Ave 

Englewood, CO 80112 

303-799-1258 

 

American Legion Post 1260 

 

 

Home Depot Foundation 

8477 S Yosemite St 

Lone Tree, CO 80124 

 

South Metro 

Denver Fire & 

Rescue 

9195 E Mineral 

Ave 

Centennial, CO 80112 

 
Monthly Membership Meetings 

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!  

 3rd Saturday of each month at 10:00a.m. 

  Our meetings are held at: VFW Post 2461 

1350 S Broadway, Denver, CO 80210 

 
Applewood Plumbing Heating & Electric 
Main Billing Office: 5000 W 29th Ave. 

Denver, CO 80212 
Phone: 303-232-6611 

Fax: 303-477-4310 
Email: custservice@applewoodfixit.com 

 
9137 E Mineral Cir Ste 100 

Englewood, CO 80112-3422 

 
6882 S. University Blvd. 
Centennial, CO 80122 

303-771-2244 

 

 
CRUSIN 1430 Main Office: 

4700 South Syracuse Street, 

Suite 1050 

Denver, CO 80237 

 

 

 


